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cases involving 136 American children ab-
ducted or wrongfully retained in Japan. One of 
those cases is that of Melissa Braden, the 
daughter of one of my constituents, Patrick 
Braden. 

In the midst of a custody dispute in 2006, 
Melissa was taken to Japan by her mother in 
violation of a court order giving both parents 
access to the child and prohibiting either par-
ent from taking Melissa outside of the United 
States. Melissa has been in Japan ever since. 
Despite an arrest warrant issued by the FBI 
for her mother, Japanese authorities have re-
fused to act on this case. Japanese courts 
give no recognition to the parental rights of the 
non-Japanese parent, and the Japanese gov-
ernment refuses to enforce U.S. court orders 
related to child custody or visitation. 

I have tried for the past 3 years to help se-
cure the return of Melissa or at the very least 
reunite Mr. Braden with his daughter in Japan. 
Unfortunately, Japan is not a signatory to the 
1980 Hague Convention on the Civil Aspects 
of International Child Abduction. Parties to the 
Hague Abduction Convention agree to prompt-
ly return a child who is living in one Conven-
tion country and who has been removed to or 
retained in another Convention country in vio-
lation of a left-behind parent’s custodial rights. 
I spoke about Melissa’s case before this body 
last year, but it is important that I continue to 
speak about her case so that other parents do 
not have to live through what Mr. Braden is 
still experiencing today. 

As my mother once told me: there is nothing 
worse than losing your own child, especially 
when your child is still alive. I thank Chairman 
BERMAN for his support of this issue and Mr. 
MORAN of Virginia and Mr. SMITH of New Jer-
sey for standing up for America’s parents and 
children. 

I urge all of my colleagues to support this 
resolution to secure action on behalf of our 
American families with children retained in 
Japan. 
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TRIBUTE TO THE UNIVERSITY OF 
VIRGINIA WOMEN’S ROWING TEAM 

HON. THOMAS S.P. PERRIELLO 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, September 29, 2010 

Mr. PERRIELLO. Madam Speaker, I rise to 
recognize the University of Virginia Women’s 
Rowing Team for their victory at the 2010 
NCAA Championships on May 30, 2010. This 
victory gives the University of Virginia its 20th 
National Championship in school history. 

I commend Head Coach Kevin Sauer and 
Associate Head Coach Steve Pritzker for their 
leadership. I also wish to recognize the mem-
bers of the First Varsity Eight, Coxswain Sid-
ney Thorsten, Jennifer Cromwell, Katrin 
Reinert, Desiree Burns, Kristine O’Brien, Mar-
tha Kuzzy, Helen Tompkins, Nora Phillips, and 
Summers Nelson, and the members of the 
Second Varsity Eight, Coxswain Cristine 
Candland, Victoria Burke, Marie Long, Lauren 
Hutchins, Sarah Borchelt, Caroline Sweeny, 
Christine Roper, Claudia Blandford, and 
Lauren Shook. These young women exemplify 
the best tradition of the student-athlete: hard 
work, dedication, and commitment to excel-
lence in sport, in academics, and in teamwork. 

The Cavaliers’ Varsity Four, Ruth Retzinger, 
Hunter Terry, Chelsea Simpson, Inge 

Janssen, and Coxswain Sarah Pichardo, were 
also victorious in their own event, finishing 
more than a boat’s length ahead of their clos-
est competitor. Their NCAA Championship 
marks the final victory in an undefeated sea-
son. They are the seventh crew team in Vir-
ginia history to win the award, and the first 
since 2007. I congratulate these dynamic 
young women for their tremendous hard work, 
and for the leadership and inspiration they 
brought to the entire Women’s Rowing Team. 

I congratulate the women of the rowing 
team for their exciting victory. Their hard work, 
determination, and competitive spirit are a 
credit to the University of Virginia and the 
Commonwealth. I invite my colleagues to join 
me in congratulating these impressive student- 
athletes on their accomplishment. 
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RECOGNIZING THE AUBURN ALL- 
STARS LITTLE LEAGUE TEAM 
FOR THEIR PARTICIPATION IN 
THE WORLD SERIES 

HON. ADAM SMITH 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 29, 2010 

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Madam Speaker, 
I rise today to honor Auburn, Washington’s Lit-
tle League Baseball team, the Auburn All- 
Stars, for their performance in the Little 
League World Series. 

The 646th Little League World Series began 
August 20, 2010 and the Auburn All-Stars ad-
vanced to within one game of the United 
States Championships. The tournament hosts 
16 national teams comprised of our country’s 
top young baseball players. The Auburn All- 
Stars achieved a great accomplishment by 
reaching the Little League World Series, and 
even more so for coming so close to advanc-
ing to the United States Championships. 

Mayor Peter Lewis of Auburn has recog-
nized the team’s success in the 2010 tour-
nament. Mayor Lewis has also praised the Au-
burn All-Stars for bringing the Auburn commu-
nity together. During the tournament, the Au-
burn Avenue Theater opened its doors to the 
public and showed the game free of charge. 
Many other local businesses supported the 
team in several ways such as contributing to 
the players’ travel and other expenses. It is 
clear that the entire community embraced their 
team through immense pride. 

Together, the Auburn All-Stars advanced 
further than any other team from Washington 
State since 1982. They should be extremely 
proud of what they have accomplished 
through each team member’s hard work and 
dedication. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to 
please join me in congratulating the Auburn 
Little League Baseball team and their out-
standing success in the Little League World 
Series. 
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HONORING JANE MCLAUGHLIN 

HON. GREG WALDEN 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 29, 2010 

Mr. WALDEN. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to share with you and my colleagues my pride 

in an incredible woman who has the distinction 
of being the oldest active paramedic in Or-
egon. Jane McLaughlin is 74 years of age and 
is completing service as the Emergency Med-
ical Services Chief for the Chiloquin Volunteer 
Ambulance Service, capping off a long and 
distinguished career. 

Jane began her EMS career almost three 
decades ago when her youngest son suffered 
an accidental wound and was treated and 
transported by Chiloquin Volunteer Ambulance 
Service. From that day on, she knew that her 
calling was to meaningfully serve and comfort 
those in need of emergency medical assist-
ance. 

Since accepting this calling, Jane has 
served her community for over 28 years in a 
variety of emergency response functions. She 
has held every level of EMS certification the 
State of Oregon authorizes and has volun-
teered thousands of hours of service. Jane 
has never stopped learning and she has never 
stopped growing. At 61, she completed her 
fire fighting academy training. 

The many awards and accolades presented 
to Jane are a strong testimony to how much 
her community and others value her service to 
her fellow man. The Klamath County United 
Way has recognized Jane both with their Ac-
commodation for Excellence and Volunteer of 
the Year Award. The State of Oregon Depart-
ment of EMS and Trauma Systems awarded 
her the Meritorious Service award as para-
medic of the year. Jane was chosen by the 
mayor of Chiloquin to be the grand marshal in 
the 2009 Fourth of July Parade for her out-
standing service. 

Madam Speaker, however noteworthy 
Jane’s age, years of service, and many 
awards are, the real story is the good that she 
has done for almost three decades of service. 
Jane’s neighbors and local citizens are familiar 
with her accomplishments, but they know her 
best for her kindness, her compassion, her 
dedication, and her unselfishness. In the com-
munity, when people think about the Chiloquin 
Volunteer Ambulance Service, Jane 
McLaughlin comes immediately to mind. 

Jane has demonstrated heroism when she 
has on many occasions risked her own life to 
save the lives of others. Jane’s comforting 
ways as a first responder have helped the in-
jured and sick cope with their emergency situ-
ation with reduced fear and confidence that 
their condition will improve. Jane has an in-
credible gift of healing that goes far beyond 
the administering of basic medical attention. 
She not only relieves pain, she delivers com-
fort and peace to people in distressed situa-
tions. The service that Jane has given to oth-
ers comes from an acute sense of duty and 
the sincere goodwill of an unselfish, engaged, 
and compassionate person. 

As my esteemed colleagues well know, an 
impact player like Jane McLaughlin sets the 
tone of a successful operation, provides a 
shining example for others to follow in a re-
lentless path to excellence, and engages oth-
ers to join her in serving their fellow man. 
Jane will be missed, but her good work will 
continue in the hands and hearts of those she 
has inspired and trained to deliver the best in 
emergency medical service. 

Madam Speaker and colleagues, I invite you 
to join me in honoring Jane McLaughlin, the 
kind of person who improves our world and re-
stores our faith in our fellow man. Her good-
ness is contagious, and she sets an example 
for all of us to follow. 
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HONORING YOSEMITE NATIONAL 

PARK 

HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 29, 2010 

Mr. RADANOVICH. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to commemorate the 120th birthday of 
Yosemite National Park. Yosemite National 
Park was designated a national park by an Act 
of Congress on October 1, 1890. Yosemite 
was the third national park to be designated 
as such in the United States, following Yellow-
stone in 1872 and Sequoia in 1890. Friday, 
October 1, 2010 marks the 120th birthday of 
the park. 

Although Yosemite was the third official na-
tional park, it was the history of Yosemite Val-
ley that gave birth to the national park con-
cept. In the 1860s, when commercial interests 
began to take a foothold in Yosemite, promi-
nent citizens and politicians who were con-
cerned about the effects of these interests 
began lobbying for Federal protection for the 
area. A park bill creating the Yosemite Grant 
passed both houses of Congress and was 
signed by President Abraham Lincoln on June 
30, 1864. The Grant, which set aside the Yo-
semite Valley and Mariposa Grove, stated that 
the lands be held ‘‘. . . for public use, resort 
and recreation . . . inalienable for all time.’’ It 
was the first time in history that land was set 
aside purely for preservation and recreation 
for all people by action of the U.S. Federal 
Government. The Grant’s creation set the 
precedent for the eventual creation of the first 
national park, Yellowstone, in 1872. The Yo-
semite Grant was ceded to and administered 
by the State of California as a State park until 
1906. The Grant was then ceded to the Fed-
eral Government and included in Yosemite 
National Park. 

Today, Yosemite National Park encom-
passes 747,959 acres, stretching across 3 
counties and the western slopes of the Sierra 
Nevada Mountains. Almost 95 percent of the 
park is Federally designated as wilderness. 
The park is home to thousands of species of 
plants and more than 400 species of 
vertebrates, including fish, amphibians, birds, 
reptiles, and mammals. Approximately 4 mil-
lion people from around the world visit Yosem-
ite every year. With endless opportunities for 
outdoor recreation, most visitors spend their 
time in the Yosemite Valley, where they hike 
the John Muir Trail, wander under the canopy 
of the Giant Sequoias and breathe in the mist 
of Bridalveil Fall. Other visitors backpack 
through the wilderness, ascend the granite 
peaks of Half Dome and El Capitan, or simply 
enjoy the beauty of Yosemite’s nature and 
wildlife. It is no wonder that Yosemite, with its 
spectacular waterfalls, high country lakes, 
meadows and granite domes, is often referred 
to as the crown jewel of the national park sys-
tem. 

Madam Speaker, I rise today to commemo-
rate the 120th birthday of Yosemite National 
Park. I invite my colleagues to join me in hon-
oring the history and beauty of Yosemite Na-
tional Park. 

A PROCLAMATION HONORING VOL-
UNTEER FIREFIGHTER RYAN 
SEITZ 

HON. ZACHARY T. SPACE 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 29, 2010 

Mr. SPACE. Madam Speaker, 
Whereas, Ryan Seitz, a volunteer firefighter 

in McArthur, Ohio, lost his life while fighting a 
brush fire, 

Whereas, in addition to serving as a volun-
teer firefighter, Seitz also served as assistant 
director and technology coordinator for the 
Herbert Wescoat Memorial Library, 

Whereas, Seitz risked his life to help others 
by working as a firefighter, 

Resolved, that along with his friends, family, 
and the residents of the 18th Congressional 
District, we remember and honor the life of 
Ryan Seitz, whose courage was matched only 
by his selflessness, and whose sacrifice 
should serve as an example of the highest pa-
triotism and devotion to duty. 

f 

A PROCLAMATION CONGRATU-
LATING GRANT ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL IN SOUTH CHICAGO 
HEIGHTS, ILLINOIS 

HON. JESSE L. JACKSON JR. 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 29, 2010 

Mr. JACKSON of Illinois. Madam Speaker, 
Whereas, Grant Elementary School located 

at 2712 Miller Avenue in School District #170 
of Chicago Heights, Illinois opened its doors in 
1910. 

Whereas, Grant Elementary has provided 
education to tens of thousands of children 
from the Chicago Heights/South Chicago 
Heights community during the past 100 years. 

Whereas, Grant Elementary has served a 
diverse student body, providing an exemplary 
education for children in kindergarten through 
eighth grades. 

Whereas, On October 19, 2010 current and 
past students and their families, as well as 
residents and elected officials of Chicago 
Heights and South Chicago Heights will cele-
brate Grant Elementary’s Centennial Anniver-
sary. 

Resolved, That along with the past and 
present students, teachers, faculty and friends 
of Grant Elementary and the residents of the 
2nd Congressional District of Illinois, I con-
gratulate Grant Elementary School for pro-
viding 100 years of excellence in education to 
students in Chicago Heights and South Chi-
cago Heights. 
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RECOGNIZING NATIONAL GEAR UP 
DAY 

HON. CHAKA FATTAH 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 29, 2010 

Mr. FATTAH. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize National GEAR UP Day and the 
outstanding work of thousands of GEAR UP 

participants, families and staff. National GEAR 
UP Day is an opportunity to celebrate the hard 
work and dedication of both former and cur-
rent teachers, counselors, program staff, and 
students who have been committed to GEAR 
UP and without whom GEAR UP would not be 
the success it is today. 

This year, I will celebrate national GEAR UP 
Day with U.S. Secretary of Education Arne 
Duncan at Friendship Charter Academy in 
Washington, DC and with students in Pennsyl-
vania, North Carolina and Texas remotely. 
Governors in Iowa, New Mexico, Maine, 
Washington, Colorado and North Carolina 
have issued proclamations proclaiming GEAR 
UP Day, as has the Lieutenant Governor of 
American Samoa. They are joined by the 
Mayor of Lowell, Massachusetts and a mes-
sage from New York City Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg. Nevada has a proclamation and 
130 Wisconsin students will be travelling to 
Eau Claire to celebrate GEAR UP Day. In 
Richland, South Carolina, students will sign a 
College Dreams Wall with the name of the col-
lege they plan to attend and in Puerto Rico 
students welcomed a group of law students to 
serve as mentors. 

Twelve years ago, after witnessing far too 
few students from low-income communities 
graduate from high school and enter college, 
I created Gaining Early Awareness and Readi-
ness for Undergraduate Programs (GEAR 
UP). The program supports cohorts of stu-
dents from 6th grade into their first year of col-
lege by providing essential services such as 
tutoring, scholarship assistance, college cam-
pus tours, counseling services, mentoring, and 
financial aid awareness. In addition, GEAR UP 
has created partnerships between postsec-
ondary institutions, community groups, busi-
nesses, and parents aimed at increasing sup-
port for our students to ensure success not 
only in high school but college as well. The 
services and partnerships created by GEAR 
UP have proven to be a successful edu-
cational model that prepares students both 
academically and emotionally for the rigors of 
college. 

Today, I am pleased to announce that 
twelve years after GEAR UP was enacted, 12 
million students in 49 states have participated 
in the program. This year alone, GEAR UP is 
providing vital services to approximately 
670,000 students in over 5,000 schools across 
46 states, including the District of Columbia 
and Puerto Rico. GEAR UP has been remark-
ably successful. In fact, 80% of GEAR UP stu-
dents have completed high school and ap-
proximately half have matriculated into col-
lege—a significantly larger proportion than 
their non-GEAR UP peers. Furthermore, 
GEAR UP students take more rigorous and 
advanced courses. For example, half of all 
GEAR UP students complete Algebra by 9th 
grade—an important indicator for high school 
graduation and college matriculation. These 
results have proven that with essential serv-
ices, appropriate resources, and high expecta-
tions, students from low-income communities 
can and will graduate from high school ready 
to pursue postsecondary education. 

Finally, I sincerely want to thank all GEAR 
UP staff and students throughout the country 
who have made the program an extraordinary 
success. I look forward to witnessing future 
GEAR UP accomplishments and continuing to 
see increasing numbers of low-income stu-
dents succeeding in high school, entering col-
lege ready to succeed! 
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